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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: Boston University
	Text2: Dennis Carlberg, Sustainability Director
	Text3: 617-358-5596
	Text4: carlberg@bu.edu
	Text5:  Boston, MA
	Text6: 32,557
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 14
	Text10: 37
	Text11: 31
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 3
	Text15: 1
	Text16: 
	Text17: 14
	Text18: 4% Other Renewables, 8% Oil, 2% Municipal  Trash
	Text19: This breakdown is for the Charles River Campus.
	Text20: 0
	Text21: 60
	Text22: 8
	Text23: 0
	Text24: 2
	Text25: 30
	Text26: The above breakdown is for the Charles River Campus. On the Medical Campus, 16% of the University's heating is provided by offsite steam purchased from a cogeneration plant. The Charles River Campus features a 95,000 sf building on campus. It was recently completed and features a geothermal system which provides 100% of its heating and cooling. http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/campus-resources/green-campus-tour/geothermal/
	Text27: 0
	Text28: 2 LEED certified projects:160,000 sq ft LEED-CS Certified - 670 Albany Street3,000  sq ft    LEED-CI Silver - Sargent College Makechnie Study CenterProjects over 50,000 SF are required to be LEED certifiable. A more complete policy is currently being developed by the Sustainable Building and Operations Working Group
	Text29: 0
	Text30: 
	Text31: ~ 50
	Text32: Working with our lamp supplier, the University recently completed a stockroom survey to remove inefficient lamps and develop energy efficient alternatives. 
	Text33: ~ 50
	Text34: 
	Text35: Yes - The Sustainability Committee’s Energy Conservation Working Group, identifies best practices and opportunities to reduce BU’s energy consumption. By recommending criteria for energy audits and pilot programs, the group develops strategies to increase energy efficiency on campus and to decrease the University’s carbon footprint. Completed Projects include: Boiler efficiency upgrades;Lighting retrofits (Mugar Library, FitRec, FitRec Garage etc.); Computer Energy Settings Recommendations; Thin Client installation at Mugar Library; Fluorescent Lighting Retrofits, and 15 St. Mary’s Street systems optimization (15-25% Energy Savings). In development:Central heating/cooling plant conversion to natural gas;Computer Systems Efficiency (remote shutdowns via Verdiem), Green Building LEED Upgrade Pilot Program. http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/energy/
	Text36: 25
	Text37: Including purchased/produced locally. Whenever possible, BU buys locally to reduce fuel usage and greenhouse gas emissions. Currently BU purchases from 45 local farms and growers for everything from milk, fruit, vegetables, and meat, to seafood, coffee, tofu and pizza dough.
	Text38: 1
	Text39: 
	Text40: YES: In 2008, ARAMARK formed a partnership with the Monterey Bay Aquarium to promote sustainable seafood procurement. Ninety percent of purchases are compliant with the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch program.
	Text41: 25
	Text42: 
	Text43: Yes, 70% of the daily menu is vegetarian and vegan. There are multiple vegetarian and vegan options served at every meal and in every dining hall campus wide. 
	Text44: Yes.
	Text45: YES. Our urban campus has a rooftop greenhouse available to students who grow organic produce and plants. Main users are members of the Organic Gardening Club. The Student Union hosts a weekly farmers market during warm weather, where students buy local produce.
	Text46: YES. While we cannot list every such major in this space, you will find a more complete list at http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/academics/education/. Some majors are as environmentally specific as Earth Sciences, Environmental Analysis & Policy, Environmental Science, Human Geography, Physical Geography, Geophysics and Planetary Sciences, International Environmental Policy, Environmental Remote Sensing and Geographic Information Systems, and Marine Science. Other majors offer well defined tracks in the environmental field, such as Biology: Specialization in Ecology & Conservation Biology, Engineering: Concentration in Energy Technologies and Environmental Engineering.
	Text47: YES. It is difficult to list such classes, as BU offers over 200 sustainability related courses, each with multiple topics of study. (Many are available for viewing at http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/academics/education/. Classes range from Engineering: Wind Energy, Green Manufacturing, Electrochemistry of Fuel Cells and Batteries,Introduction to Engineering: Clean Energy, Introduction to Clean Energy Generation and Storage Technologies, Assessment of Sustainable, and Solar Energy Systems.
	Text48: Yes. www.bu.edu/sustainability is a great resource for BU students, faculty and staff. Courses and Majors that deal with sustainability are listed at http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/academics/education/
	Text49: Adil Najam is a leading expert on issues related to developing country environmental policy, especially climate change, is a member of the UN Committee for Development Policy, and was also one of the lead authors in the IPCC reports, which shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with Al Gore. Some other well known professors are included in the listing on our website, at http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/academics/faculty/. Examples are: Cutler Cleveland, Nathan Phillips, Nalin Kulatilaka, Robert Kaufmann, Michael Caramanis, Farouk El-Baz, Michael Gevelber, and Les Kaufman.
	Text50: Yes. Sustainability@BU, Clean Energy & Environmental Sustainability Initiative (CEESI), Pardee Center for the Study of the Longer-Range Future, CFA Green, SedGreen, the Encyclopedia of Earth, to name a few. (More listings and information are available on our website at: http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/academics/outreach/ and at http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/)
	Text51: Yes, Evolution of the Physical Universe & the Earth, and Biodiversity Causes & Consequences + other options.
	Text52: 58
	Text53: http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/academics/education/
	Text54: BU purchases energy star copiers, kitchen equipment, and computers. In addition, 90% of BU purchases are qualified for certification under Green Seal, Environmental Choice certified, or biorenewable cleaning products. BU’s green purchasing initiative encourages consolidated ordering and scheduled deliveries, so goods arrive in bulk and with less packaging. The University has also developed primary contacts with suppliers that offer “green” products for its offices and laboratories. Employees are always encouraged to consider environmental impact in all purchasing decisions. BU’s procurement function has four strategic vision themes that guide procurement activities.  These vision themes, which have been in place for 6 years, provide guidance for yearly goal-setting and tactical plans. Vision theme #4 specifically addresses sustainability. http://www.bu.edu/sourcing/about/strategic-vision-themes/ In late 2008, BU contracted with Aravo to assist in developing a supplier sustainability assessment program.  Purchasing policy and practice will begin pending assessment of current supply base and capabilities of suppliers.  http://www.aravo.com/solutions/sustain.html The Recycling and Waste Management Working Group continues to refine the sustainable purchasing policy consistent with LEED O&M standards.
	Text55: 23.5
	Text56: All Office Depot recycled paper is FSC certified. Office Depot standard copy paper is not FSC certified, but rather Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) certified.
	Text57: Yes. When purchasing a new computer system the BU community is asked to make sure the computer is Energy Star 4 or 5 compliant. EPEAT Gold is also recommended for new systems and Monitors. http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/energy/computer-energy-settings/
	Text58: Yes. BU is working with its suppliers to reduce packaging with Office Depot to deliver in reusable bags rather than cardboard cartons. Boston University’s green purchasing initiative also encourages consolidated ordering, and scheduled deliveries, so goods arrive in bulk, and with less packaging. BU has also taken initiatives to supplier carbon footprint discovery and assessment program
	Text59: Such specifications are being developed by the Recycling and Waste Management Working Group as part of the new green purchasing policy.
	Text60: Yes.Serves Charles River and Medical Campus11 stops 12-minute peak-time frequency Mon – Thurs 15-minute peak-time frequency Fri  30-minute weekend 7AM - 11PM
	Text61: Last year Boston University won Bike Friendly Business Awards from the City of Boston; Silver for the Medical Campus and Bronze for the Charles River Campus in 2009 http://www.cityofboston.gov/environmentalandenergy/greenawards/winners09.asp Bike racks are available in all major locations and buildings on campus. The University expanded bicycle parking capacity by 137% last year: http://www.bu.edu/bikesafety/bicycle-parking-spaces-map/ Bicycle maps and safety information are available free to everyone who registers and an interactive map of all bicycle parking locations is available online. 
	Text62: In January 2010 Boston University received the Mass Rides award for Outstanding Achievement in Travel Options Services.  Employees and students interested in carpooling can be matched through MassRides. MassRides promotional materials are on display and available at the Parking & Transportation Services office and website http://www.bu.edu/parking/rideshare/index.html.  Full time faculty and staff may purchase passes through the University using payroll deduction. Up to $230 of the MBTA pass monthly cost is deducted on a pre-tax basis. Students can apply for the MBTA’s Semester Pass Program online through a portal called Student Link. This program allows students to save approximately 11% of the monthly T-Pass price by prepaying for four monthly passes.
	Text63: 3
	Text64: 2.9 % on the Charles River Campus drive alone5% on the Boston University Medical Campus drive alone
	Text65: 55
	Text66: 59% on the Charles River Campus drive alone35% on the Boston University Medical Campus drive alone
	Text67: 20
	Text68: 
	Text69: A robust recycling program is being implemented and should be complete by the end of the spring semester 2010. The goal is to have recycling paired up with trash cans in the public areas within classrooms, labs, athletic areas, the student union, and office buildings.
	Text70: Recycling has been implemented at games, but has not been completely integrated for all the large lectures and events. Recycling for commencement is currently being planned.
	Text71: All dining facilities run preconsumer compost programs. Post-consumer food waste in our residential dining facilities is collected for composting is brought to local composting facilities and resold as a soil amendment. Dining Services collects over 400 tons of food waste on an annual basis, a 300% increase from the previous year.  90% of our disposable containers are bio-based and compostable.  
	Text72: The Sustainability Committee is developing waste reduction goals. Many of the University's events are zero-waste, however a specific policy is not yet in place. Boston University's Waste Reduction accomplishments, developments, and goals are numerous. Please see http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/waste-reduction/ and http://www.bu.edu/dining/about/sustainability.html for more information. 
	Text73: During move-out in 2009, BU partnered with Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Boston to collect 6.75 tons of clothing and footware. Collections were made every two days between May 5 - 19th from 11 locations. For move-out in 2010, BU is partnering with Goodwill who will be collecting a broader range of goods. Collections this year will be made every day from April 26 - May 19th from 12 locations. We will kick off the promotion of this donation program on Earth Day with an event on the University's central plaza.
	Text74: http://www.bu.edu/president/strategic-plan/plan.shtmlBoston University’s strategic plan states that BU will work to be institutionally responsible as an environmental steward, in part by implementing sustainable infrastructural programs. The University’s Sustainability Committee is developing  sustainability initiatives further as part of its Sustainability Strategic Plan. 
	Text75: The University has the following full-time positions: sustainability director, communications specialist, events coordinator, energy director, and buyer / recycling coordinator. In addition, sustainability@BU employs two student interns.
	Text76: Last summer, Boston University began its greenhouse gas inventory process through the Metrics Focus Group (a subcommittee of the Energy Conservation Working Group). It has nearly completed the inventory for Scopes 1 and 2 and is now in the process for capturing the data for the Scope 3 inventory.The University has nearly completed its Climate Action Planning Framework, a roadmap for its Climate Action Planning process.
	Text77: The University has completed the inventory for Scopes 1 and 2 with the exception of fleet vehicles and fugitive sources which are currently being assessed.
	Text78: The University is developing its Climate Action Plan and has not yet identified concrete targets, but is actively involved in CO2 reduction projects. 
	Text79: Boston University provides certain information about its endowment including total value, annual performance and broad asset allocation in its audited annual financial statements.  Other information may be included in the Annual Report of the President if it is deemed noteworthy.  Specific information such as portfolio holdings, changes in strategy or other similar characteristics are not publicly available.
	Text80: All new investments are reviewed and approved by the Investment Committee of the Board of Trustees.  It is the role of the Investment Committee to evaluate and review all proposed and existing investments across a spectrum of important elements.  These elements may include the fit of the investment within the overall endowment portfolio, potential for diversified return contributions, expected risk and return profile and potential conflicts with broad University initiatives or standards.  While they do not currently have a dedicated mandate to review environmental issues, they are considered as appropriate depending on the investment strategy of the proposed investment.
	Text81: The University has made investments through external investment managers actively involved in the development of "clean" technologies, alternative energy sources, emissions controls/reductions, sustainable forestry/farming techniques, and other environmentally responsible investments.  The University will continue to evaluate similar investment ideas as part of the ongoing management of the endowment portfolio.
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